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Letter from our Minister 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
The recent commemorations of the 75th anniversary of VE Day prompted memories in the minds 
of many of our members. In telephone conversations with a number of people from our congre-

gation and community I heard tales of both thanks and sorrow – thanks that such a dreadful and 
uncertain time in the life of what had been young men and women, and some boys and girls who 
are now in their 80’s, had come to an end, and sorrow for those who had died, and lives that had 
been changed unexpectedly and painfully. The anniversary was clearly a difficult time for many, 
opening up memories that had lain dormant and now brought to the front of hearts and minds at 

such a strange time. Many people spoke too of parallels between then and now – of community 
spirit coming to the fore, of neighbours looking out for one another, lamenting over deaths and 
shared sorrow, as well as uncertainty and frustration and fear. I suspect that toning down or 
shelving of the pre-lockdown plans for celebrations were actually welcomed by many, because 
for them VE Day had been a time not of joy, but of relief, and not of celebration but reflection, 

and perhaps they felt a little disloyal for saying so.   Added to that that the war in the Far East 
was ongoing, VE Day felt premature, much as it was welcomed by many people.  

Older people – please note my tactful use of words there – find that they express their opinions 

more freely than might have done when younger, and I suspect that some of those stories of VE 
Day told to me and the feelings expressed had been suppressed for a long time. Hindsight and 
the benefit of experience have allowed people to speak more freely of their loss, and to ques-
tion some of the wisdom of where we find ourselves today. I have greatly valued these conver-
sations as a window into what people are really thinking and feeling and how we might learn not 

only from our experiences of history but from our shared understandings of today as well.  
What is emerging in the lockdown is the importance of sharing how we are feeling – what worries 
us and frustrates us, what annoys us and scares us, because in sharing we find that others feel 
the same and we discover that we are ‘normal’ and not alone. 

Bereavement comes in many forms – loss of life, but also plans that have had to be cancelled, 
weddings and celebrations postponed, holidays unable to be taken, and it can be those bereave-
ments, those disappointments that are the  straws that break the camel’s back, and make the 
bearable unbearable. When Martha and Mary’s brother Lazarus dies Martha greets Jesus with 

words of both anger and sorrow: ‘if you had been here my brother would not have died’. Jesus’ 
response to her words isn’t to chide or explain, but simply to listen and understand.  I pray that 
we feel the same freedom to express our worries and concerns, to God, 
to each other, to ourselves, and find that in saying how we are feeling we 
discover healing and hope and peace. 
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Toiletries for Edinburgh Royal Infirmary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 

A huge thank you to everyone who stopped by the bench outside the Old Parish Church on 12th and 

14th May and generously donated toiletries to people in need.  So many were donated that some 
items were able to be given to local care homes as well as the Royal Infirmary. Thank you again from 
everyone at Corstorphine Emergency Response.   For more information on CER please contact either 
Ryan Montgomery (pictured above) on 07539 290818 or Esther Elliott on  07702 863342. 
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Guild News 
 

This will be a very different Summer ahead for us all. The crisis which we are all going through to-
gether has made us all much more aware of what we value most in our lives. Small things are tending 
to mean more to us now than the bigger things and with God’s help we’ll see signs of new life in our 
Guild and congregation. 
 

We are ready to welcome you all back in September although we know that the road ahead is uncer-
tain. The Leadership team will keep in touch over the next few months.  
 
Stay safe and well. 
 

Brenda Russell ( Co-Convener) 
Tel 629 1456 
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A  New Way of Working… 
 

We have had to adapt to our new way of living and working during Covid-19, unfortunately mean-
ing that we have had to temporarily halt some of services.  We have responded to need in our 
immediate community in North Edinburgh and have been supplying emergency food, cleaning and 
toiletries packs throughout the area.  We have seen this need increase from the initial first 
weeks of lockdown to now and have been incrementally increasing what we can put out as we 

work with partner organisations to infiltrate supply chains to gain access to the goods that we 
need.   
 
We are proud to say that to date, we have delivered 1,647 emergency packs throughout North 
Edinburgh since we entered lockdown.  This has been a fantastic effort by all involved.  We 

hope that these packs will ease the burden, stress and financial pressure put  upon families dur-
ing this concerning time.  We are looking ahead to the future and how to manage the return of 
our services and much missed volunteers safely to allow us to continue to provide to those in 
need across the city.   These may be challenging times, but we know, together, we can come 
back as strong as ever and be able to help those in need the most feel at home in their new 

homes and communities.  
 

How Can You Help?  
 

As you are aware, for health and safety reasons, we are unable to accept donations of goods at 

the moment.  We are unsure when these restrictions will be lifted in this ever changing land-
scape, and are currently purchasing all items for our emergency food, cleaning and toiletries 
packs and also goods for our standard starter packs that we are distributing on a small scale via 
Bethany Christian Trust throughout the city. 
 

If you are able to help us by making a financial donation, in lieu of actual goods, so we can con-
tinue purchasing items for our vital packs then we would be extremely grateful. You can donate 
by visiting our Just Giving page via the following link - https://www.freshstartweb.org.uk/
donate, by making a bank transfer to Fresh Start's account (Sort code: 80-11-05, Account no: 
00470086) or by sending a cheque.  All donations are greatly appreciated.  

 

Spring Cleaning During Lockdown 
 

Have you been making the most of the lock down by spending time to 
Spring clean and clear out your cupboards? If so, we are asking that you 

put any items that could be used in our Starter Packs aside for us! Once 
things settle down and we are able to reopen our warehouse doors again to 
the public we will need these items more than ever before! With many peo-
ple losing jobs and sources of income over the coming weeks & months we 
anticipate that our services will be needed more than ever. So please keep 

Fresh Start in mind when you're having your Spring clear out, hold on to 
any of the essential household items on our starter pack list and we will let 
you know as soon as we are able to accept these donations at our ware-
house again. Thank You!  

www.freshstartweb.org.uk 
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 Life at the Old Parish after Lockdown 
 
At the end of May our national lockdown guidelines move into a new phase - we are allowed to 

meet with people from outside our own homes, as long as we do so in the open air and continue 
to observe social distancing. Golfers, bowlers and anglers can pick up their clubs and rods 
again, and we are able to get out and about more often and for longer than we’ve been doing so 
until now. 
 

Opening places of worship ‘for private prayer’ is included in future phases, and along with other 
measures, this depends on the R number of the virus and how well we are managing the spread 
of Covid and how resources are coping with infected people. 
   
As well as following government guidelines we are being given advice by the Church of Scot-

land, based on the experiences of German churches as they have reopened following the lifting 
of lockdown restrictions there. 
 
How will life at the Old Parish look in the near future and for at least the short term? 
 

Numbers attending church at any one time will be restricted, not only because groups are not 
yet able to gather but because social distancing measures within the church building will mean 
only a certain number of people on each pew, with every second pew possibly roped off. If sing-
ing is allowed (and on Germany hymn singing was banned initially), we will need to use hymn 
sheets that can be taken away rather than hymn books. Doors will be open to prevent anyone 

touching door handles, and services are likely to be shorter to allow two or three ‘sittings’ on a 
Sunday . . . But all of that might still be some time away. 
 
As soon as we are able to, we will open the church doors, and will spread the word, while asking 
for your support and understanding. 

 
Every Sunday there is a reflection posted on the church website and Facebook page and I en-
courage you all to pick up the phone and speak to friends and church goers you haven’t seen for 
a while.  
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Zoom Coffee Mornings 

 
You may never heard of Zoom but zooming with your friends has become a popular pastime 
over the lockdown period.  Basically you can see all your friends at the same time on a com-

puter screen and chat. 
 
Moira, with the help of a few members of our congregation decided to set up zoom and have 
a few congregational coffee mornings which have turned out to be a great success, especial-
ly enjoyed by those who are shielding or with no family nearby.  If you would like to set up a 

zoom coffee morning please contact Moira (moira-mc@live.co.uk) or if you have already used 
zoom then just invite a few people,  put your feet up, get a coffee and have a lovely chat! 

 



   6 

13th Boys' Brigade News 
 

This is about the time of year I would normally be  getting ready for our awards night.  Just be-

fore lockdown the boys were working towards their President's Badge (2nd highest BB 
Award).  The Saturday after lockdown the boys were going to be doing a BB leadership course but 
this was cancelled.  The BB however have decided to move this course and catch up on parts of it 
on the next Queen’s Badge Course.  So I can happily announce that both Ross Brown and Ruaidhri 
Jamieson have qualified for their President's Badge and these will be awarded, along with other 

awards at some suitable point in the future.  
 

Kevin Aitchison, 13th Edinburgh Boys' Brigade Captain 

 

Wildflower Seeds  -  Sow some joy in the community 
 

This year at Corstorphine Fair, the Corstorphine Council of 
Churches were going to distribute wildflower seeds but since 
the Fair had to be cancelled, Moira and Esther thought the 
seeds would make a nice Anniversary present to the community.  
So over the weekend of 20th/21st June (which would have 

been our 591st Anniversary Sunday) wildflower seed packets 
will be available on the church door gate for people to pick up.  
Please help yourselves and sow some joy in the community. 
 

 

 

The Corstorphine Covid-19 Snake 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
You can see the snake outside St Ninian’s Church going along St 

John’s Road, why not add your own stone to the snake? 

 

 



Parish Records 

Funerals 

 

Lyuben Kolakov 

May Spencer 

 

Death of member 

 

2nd May 2020  Mary McMurdo, Craigs Park (ED16) 
 

  Officebearers, Elders and Magazine Distributors are asked to note these announcements 

and to adjust their records accordingly 

 

 

Sunday Reflection 
 

Although we are still unable to open the church on Sundays for services there is an online link to a 

weekly reflection from Moira, posted every Saturday evening on the church website (address be-
low) and also on our Facebook page.  

 

corstorphineoldparish.org.uk 
 

   7 

 

Online Information Sheets 
 
This church magazine covers June, July and August.   
 
In the current situation things are changing all the time and therefore we plan to issue an Online 
Information Sheet at the end of June and end of July updating members about the status of 
church services etc.  If you would like to receive this information and you are not on our mailing 
list, please send Christine your email address (corold@aol.com) 
 

If you don’t have access to a computer, but you have a close family member or a friend who would 
be happy to pass the information on to you, please ask them to contact us. 
 


